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string section consisted of picked men from my own regiment
and from three others ; and we earned the sobriquet of " The
King's Own String Band."

I was present on the occasion of the Investiture, standing beside
the dais upon which both the King and Queen were enthroned,
while Lord Esher called the names of those who were to come
forward and receive honour at Their Majesties* hands. *e The
King's Own String Band/* during the proceedings, was playing
softly from a tent immediately behind the throne. Suddenly
there was a cry of ** Fire ! " A conflagration had broken out in
one of the Queen's apartments. Fires among canvas are disastrous
and fraught with the utmost peril to human life. There was a
brief moment during which, within the Investiture shamiana,
that huge assembly of the Empire's most distinguished servants,
with their ladies, might have been seized with panic. But it
was at this moment that a drummer from the band stepped
through an aperture behind the throne and without the least
concern leaned forward confidentially towards His Majesty and
broke the tense silence, announcing, " Some mucker's done
this on purpose," in the broadest Scots accent. The King-
Emperor roared with laughter, so infectious that it immediately
communicated itself to everyone present. During this brief
moment the pickets got the fire under control without much
damage being done. At the termination of the ceremony I was
among the few who received the Durbar Decoration, and among
those others was Drummer Dalton, who by a swift phrase made
the King laugh, and prevented a panic.

Of special interest was the arrival of the native chiefs with
their retinues, immediately prior to the Durbar. Special trains
one after the other arrived at the Kingsway. Such a scene of
chaos in all history can never have been witnessed.' Harassed
officials and police ; jabbering babus ; domineering officers and
visitors ; sweating coolies ; yelling drabis and syces ; struggling
women and their children ; rajahs ; nawabs ; petty potentates
from Central India; wild-looking Baluchi chieftains, quaintly
dressed retainers from the Shan States; naked beggars from
the bazaars ; horses; mules; camels; donkeys ; bullocks ;
carriages ; wagons ; dandies ; tongas and ekkas ; millions of
flies ; piles of baggage of every description ; military packing-
cases, rifle-chests ; smart American trunks ; tents; motors;
more vehicles of every' description, swathed in wrappings, every
imaginary shape and kind of baggage from a giant gilded motor